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Summary
On March 26, 2024, the European Commission issued guidelines under the Digital
Services Act (DSA) to mitigate systemic risks associated with elections. In particular,
it advises Very Large Online Platforms to implement robust policies and systems to
prevent the misuse of advertising mechanisms for spreading misleading information
and Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference related to electoral
processes.

On April 17th, 2024, AI Forensics revealed that political ads on Meta are left
unchecked, allowing pro-Russian propaganda and financial scams to thrive in the
Union “No Embargo in Sight: Meta Lets Pro-Russia Propaganda Ads Flood the EU”. In
particular, we uncovered a network of pro-Russian propaganda ads, approved by
Meta to run without political disclaimer, reaching nearly 40 million accounts in
France and Germany between August 2023 and March 2024.

On April 30th, 2024, the European Commission initiated formal proceedings to
investigate whether Meta had violated the DSA. The Commission has raised concerns
that Meta may be failing to adhere to DSA requirements regarding the prevention of
deceptive advertisements, disinformation campaigns, and coordinated inauthentic
behavior within the EU. The widespread dissemination of such content poses
potential risks to civic discourse, electoral processes, fundamental rights, and
consumer protection.

Between May 1st, 2024, and May 27th, 2024, Meta approved at least 275 pro-Russian
propaganda ads without political disclaimers to target France and Germany. These
ads collectively reached 3 075 063 accounts:

● 61 ads reached a total of 1 441 543 Italian accounts
● 101 ads reached a total of 854 052 French accounts
● 75 ads reached a total of 429 369 German accounts
● 38 ads reached a total of 350 099 Polish accounts

With the European elections only weeks away and pro-Russian propaganda
activities spreading to Italy and Poland on a significant scale, it is imperative for
Meta to take immediate action. Implementing robust measures to safeguard civic
discourse, protect electoral integrity, and uphold consumer protection across the
EU is essential to mitigate these risks effectively.

https://aiforensics.org/work/meta-political-ads
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_2373
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Findings
With the EU elections less than two weeks away, our findings indicate that Meta still
fails to adequately prevent the misuse of its advertising systems for spreading
misleading information and foreign information manipulation and interference
related to electoral processes.

There has been a notable increase in the reach of pro-Russian propaganda ads in
recent weeks. New target countries include Italy and Poland, alongside the
previously targeted France and Germany.

Figure 1: Daily Reach of pro-Russian Propaganda Ads Approved by Meta in May 2024

Detection Methodology & Limitations
This document reports a non-exhaustive inventory of pro-Russian advertising
campaigns approved by Meta to run without political disclaimers, targeting user
accounts in Poland, France, Germany, Italy from May 1st, 2024, to May 27th, 2024.
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We leverage the methodology described in the article "On Meta’s Political Ad Policy
Enforcement: An Analysis of Coordinated Campaigns & Pro-Russian Propaganda",
Bouchaud, 2024 [hal-04541571].

Specifically, we collected advertisements approved by Meta containing keywords of
interest (e.g. Ukraine, European Union), targeting Italy, Germany, France or Poland
during the period of interest. We then automatically identified ads having failed to
declare their political nature, under Meta’s political advertising policy. Among these,
we searched for coordinated activity, understood as multiple pages publishing the
same or highly similar advertisements.

We emphasize that all pro-Russian propaganda advertisements we detected, fall
under Meta’s political advertising policy and should have been rejected by Meta to
run without proper disclaimers during the initial review of the ad. Additionally, our
detection pipeline is entirely automated, showcasing the technical feasibility for
Meta to robustly address this pro-Russian campaign.

For each detected campaign we report:

● Country: Targeted by the ads.

● Total Reach: The sum of the reach of all ads within the campaign. Meta
defines reach as "the number of Accounts Centre accounts that saw [the]
ads at least once."
Disclaimer: Some accounts may have been exposed to multiple ads from the
same campaign.

● Number of Ads: The total number of ads within the campaign.
Disclaimer: This estimate is a lower bound; additional ads from the campaign
might have been ran beyond the analysis time frame, or their content might
have become inaccessible for analysis after Meta removed them due to the
detection of a violation of their Advertising Standards.

● Number of Text Variations: Some ads may run with slight variations, e.g., an
extra comma or space.

● Campaign Start: The date on which the őrst ads of the campaign began being
delivered to users by Meta.
Disclaimer: Some ads in the campaign may have started later. The campaign
may have started before the observation window.

● Campaign Stop: The date on which the last ads of the campaign ceased being
delivered to users by Meta.

https://hal.science/hal-04541571
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Disclaimer: Discrepancies exist between the Meta Ad Library API and the web
portal; the ’ad_delivery_stop_time’ field may be blank in the API despite an ad
being inactive for weeks, as displayed on the web portal.

● See in Meta Ad Library: Refers to Meta Ad Library web portal where one can
search for ads containing the őrst sentence of the campaign.
Disclaimer: As slight variations in the text may occur, results in the web portal
are purely indicative and may not include all ads from the campaign.

● Translated Text: Automatic translation of the truncated ads.
Disclaimer: Due to coarse obfuscation techniques used by propagandists,
such as inserting spaces or dashes within a word, the automatic translation
may be unreliable.

Examples of Campaigns

Total Reach: 427,850 accounts
Number of Ads: 9
Number of Text Variations: 1
Campaign Start: May 14th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 22nd, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library
Translated Text: “They are taking away
our future Italy is literally losing its
future because our young people are
leaving for places where there are more
opportunities. We write that 21.4% of
young Italians are unemployed. Those
who have a job cannot guarantee a dig-
nified life. Many earn less than 376 eu-
ros a month, which is not even enough
to rent a room. To prevent people from
escaping, our le. to. er must invest in
Italy: develop the in. du. st.ž”

https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=IT&q=%22%D0%A1i%20stanno%20togliendo%20il%20futuro%22&sort_data[direction]=desc&sort_data[mode]=relevancy_monthly_grouped&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
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Total Reach: 199,171 accounts
Number of Ads: 7
Number of Text Variations: 1
Campaign Start:May 18th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 24th, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “The r. uss. i don’t want
another le. to. er The le. to. er r. uss. or
resumed his duties. We often say that
he did it against all the rules. But the r.
uss. they made their own rules and
upheld them. Yes, these rules are a li�le
different from European ones, but why
should we care about how others live?
The r. uss. i want their l. ead. er stay in
the po. you. re as long as possi- ble for
several reasons. 20 years ago he saved
the R. uss.”

Total Reach: 139,766 accounts
Number of Ads: 8
Number of Text Variations: 2
Campaign Start:May 16th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 22nd, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “I don’t want to go to
hospital. eg pull Smart people are
increasingly asking why the Europeans
are voting for the U.K. ai. no k. ahem. pf.
en should if the U. kr. ai. no. you are not
ready for this yourself. Thousands of
men in the we. H. rf. uh. ig. en ages have
come to us and they are willing to do
anything to avoid having to go into the
trenches. I understand them very well.
Just look at what you Bo. ss and his
subordinates do.”

https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=IT&q=%22r%E2%80%8Be%E2%80%8Bg%E2%80%8Bo%E2%80%8Bl%E2%80%8Be%E2%80%8B%20%E2%80%8Be%E2%80%8B%20%E2%80%8Bl%E2%80%8Be%E2%80%8B%20%E2%80%8Bh%E2%80%8Ba%E2%80%8Bn%E2%80%8Bn%E2%80%8Bo%E2%80%8B%20%E2%80%8Bs%E2%80%8Bo%E2%80%8Bs%E2%80%8Bt%E2%80%8Be%E2%80%8Bn%E2%80%8Bu%E2%80%8Bt%E2%80%8Be%22&sort_data[direction]=desc&sort_data[mode]=relevancy_monthly_grouped&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=DE&q=%22Ich%20will%20nicht%20in%20den%20K.%20ri.%20eg%20ziehen%22&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
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Total Reach: 90,047 accounts

Number of Ads: 4

Number of Text Variations: 3
Campaign Start:May 15th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 24th, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “It’s time for Ukraine to
start changing something. In Ukraine,
even staunch patriots shout with one
voice about the impending defeat. The
Russians are slowly but surely advanc-
ing along the entire front. If they oc-
cupy Czasov Yar, the front will simply
collapse, and in a few weeks the Rus-
sians will be in the Dnieper, Kharkov and
Kryvyi Rih.”

Total Reach: 236,964 accounts

Number of Ads: 7
Number of Text Variations: 1
Campaign Start:May 22nd, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 26th, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “Prices are skyrock-
eting again Our prices for everything
have gone up so much that I can barely
make ends meet. The increase in elec-
tricity and gas prices is hi�ing pockets
the hardest. Our family has to pay a lot
more, especially now that the “free mar-
ket” exists. For this reason the costs will
increase by hundreds of euros per year!
No ma�er how much you work, you will
not earn for a normal life. I don’t re-
member this happening two years ago.”

https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=PL&q=%22Nadszed%C5%82%20czas%2C%20aby%20Ukraina%20zacz%C4%99%C5%82a%20co%C5%9B%20zmienia%C4%87%22&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=IT&q=%22I%20prezzi%20sono%20di%20nuovo%20alle%20stelle%20%20I%20nostri%22&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
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Total Reach: 219,370 accounts

Number of Ads: 9

Number of Text Variations: 2
Campaign Start:May 16th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 27th, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “We got fooled From
the beginning, the British did their best
to help the Americans fuel the conflict.
kr. have. not. in, but today even they are
starting to realize that we are all being
screwed. However, I think it is more ac-
curate to say that it is not the U. kr.
have. not who does it, but the United
States with the help of the U. kr. have.
born. What did we get from this g. uer.”

Total Reach: 114,405 accounts

Number of Ads: 7
Number of Text Variations: 3
Campaign Start:May 13th, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 26rd, 2024
Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “Everything is wrong.
Even our E. Fr. pe. rci claim that Ki’s de-
cision. yo. regarding the deprivation of
the U. kr. ai. ńc. that in Europe the pos-
sibility of preparing to. to. me. nt. that
violates the rules. And these are the
rules of the European Union itself. ainy!
That’s the thing - when the former co-
median in Ki. yo. he knows he needs
something, he doesn’t care about any
rules. For example, he wanted to stay li.
de.”

https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=FR&q=%22les%20Britanniques%20ont%20fait%22&sort_data[direction]=desc&sort_data[mode]=relevancy_monthly_grouped&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=PL&q=%22Wszystko%20jest%20nie%20tak%20%20Nawet%20nasi%20e.%20ks.%20pe.%20rci%22&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all
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Total Reach: 197,843 accounts

Number of Ads: 10

Number of Text Variations: 2
Campaign Start:May 23rd, 2024
Campaign Stop:May 27th, 2024

Open in the Meta Ad Library

Translated Text: “Who wants the gu.
er. D ? Ki’s comedian. ev said he didn’t
like the West pushing him into pa. ix. He
even dice. cla. re that “no one will sur-
render”. While at the same time, thou-
sands of men fled the U. kra. in. e be-
cause they don’t want to die at the gu.
er. D. In addition, the comedian cate-
gorically re. fu. se the pro. pos. it. ion of
Ma. nu to cease fire pe. nd. before the
d. ur. of the Olympic Games.”

https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=all&ad_type=all&country=FR&q=%22Qui%20veut%20la%20gu.%20er.%20re%20%3F%22&sort_data[direction]=desc&sort_data[mode]=relevancy_monthly_grouped&search_type=keyword_exact_phrase&media_type=all

